and miracles, of dragons and gods and goddesses
and priests, of tigers and foxes and transmigra-
tion and resurrection from the dead. Most of
these early stories had to do with supernatural
events, of gods born of virgins, of men walking
as gods, as the Buddhist influence grew strong.
There are miracles and allegories, such as the
pens of poor scholars bursting into flower,
dreams leading men and women into strange
and fantastic lands of Gulliver, or the magic
wand that floated an altar made of iron. But
stories mirrored each age. The stories of Han
were vigorous and dealt often with the affairs of
the nation, and centred about some great man or
hero. Humour was strong in this golden age, a
racy, earthy, lusty humour, such as was to be
found, for instance, in many of the books of
tales, some presumed to have been collected,
some to have been written during the period.
And then the scenes changed, as that golden age
faded, though it was never to be forgotten, so
that to this day the Chinese like to call them-
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